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101st Airborne Division Massachusetts Special Events to Host a Whale Watch for Local Military 

Families 

 

 

Newburyport, MA (September 9, 2017) – Summer may be winding down, but over 30 local military families 

are gearing up for a “whale” of a time out on the water on Saturday, September 9th. 101st Airborne Division 

Massachusetts Special Events has graciously agreed to sponsor this event, which will feature a whale watch 

aboard a boat commandeered by Captain’s Fishing Parties & Cruises. Participating families will depart from 

Newburyport on Saturday morning aboard the 106’, state of the art “Captain’s Lady III.” They hope to “sea” 

Humpback whales and Fin whiles while they are out on the water.  

 

This event is part of Home Base’s Adventure Series, a program that offers free events throughout the year 

aimed at strengthening Military Family bonds before, during and after deployment. Families may explore a new 

sport, connect with other military families, and learn more about the clinical services, education, and research 

offered by Home Base.  

 

“Fostering family bonds is an important part of the mission of Home Base,” says Jacque Francona, a Home 

Base Family Outreach Coordinator. “We are excited to partner with the 101st Airborne Division Association to 

offer the opportunity for a day of whale watching and lunch as part of our Adventure Series.  We’ve had an 

overwhelming response and we’re looking forward to a great day on Saturday.” 

     

There looks to be a bright future between the two organizations.  

 

"We must do all we can to help those who have given so much," says Dick George, Director of Massachusetts 

Special Events for the 101st Airborne Division. He hopes that this event will be the first of many future 

collaborations between Home Base and the 101st Airborne Division.  

 

Saturday’s Whale Watch event should prove to be a wonderful way for these local military families to ‘sail’ into 

fall.  

 

 

For day-of media coverage, members of the media should call Evan Zeddies at 312-608-3278 

 

 

## 

About Home Base: Home Base, a Red Sox Foundation and Massachusetts General Hospital Program, is 

dedicated to healing the invisible wounds for Veterans, Service Members and their Families through world-

class clinical care, wellness, education and research. As a National Center of Excellence, Home Base operates 

the largest private-sector clinic in the nation devoted to healing invisible wounds such as post-traumatic stress 
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disorder, traumatic brain injury, anxiety, depression, co-occurring substance use disorder, military sexual 

trauma and family relationship challenges. Since its inception, Home Base has served more than 11,000 

Veterans and Family Members with care and support, trained more than 45,000 clinicians, educators and 

community members nationally and remains at the forefront of discovering new treatments-- ensuring a brighter 

future for the 21st century Warrior and Military Family.  

About 101st Airborne Division Massachusetts Special Events: The 101st Airborne Division Massachusetts 

Special Events provides area Veterans Service Officers with support for the veterans and their families in the 

North Shore area of Massachusetts. Their primary focus is to organize and fund special summertime events 

including deep sea fishing trips for veterans, and including homeless veterans from area shelters, and whale 

watches for veterans’ families. They also provide needed financial assistance to the veteran’s families during 

the holiday season and lend our support to local events for veterans. 


